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June 7, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

Today Gov. Cuomo announced updated mask guidance that will continue to require masks indoors, but
will allow schools to choose whether masks are required outdoors. The Governor also encouraged all
eligible students and staff to be vaccinated so that next school year could be as normal as possible. For
your convenience, here is a link to Erie County’s vaccination schedule.

We have worked hard this year to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and balance reopening with safety
precautions. Based on today’s announcement, we will finish out the year under the following plan
starting Tuesday, June 8:

● Indoors and on school buses, masks will remain a requirement for all students and staff in
accordance with U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and New York State guidelines.

● Outdoors, masks are no longer required and are optional for students and staff. Our teachers
and staff will be encouraged to take advantage of outdoor areas for class which will allow for
extended mask breaks. If you would like your child to wear a mask outdoors, please make a
decision that is best for your family.

● Both indoors and outdoors, all existing COVID-19 health mitigation strategies remain in effect
including physical distancing, daily health screenings, cleaning/disinfecting, hand/respiratory
hygiene, and the like.

Looking ahead, the CDC said they will update their guidance for schools “in several weeks”. When
more guidance is issued from the CDC and New York State, our six reopening committees will examine
the guidance for next year and revise our reopening plans. We will communicate as we have in the past
through email, the district website and town hall meetings.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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